I t's a tudy in ontrags.
Take dd-time $ring kand nusic,add an ageng ynory-
mous wth indie,a manage with a land in the Buegrass
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sene,and bring in

a kgerary rocker
to produce,and what
do you get?

Uncle Earl.

This ur-piece
comprises Kristin
Andreasen on guitar
and harmonica, fid-
dler Rayma Gellert,
KC QGoves gaying
mandolin and guitar,
and Abigail Wash-
burn on banjo. All
of the women (or
gEarls,as hey dten
cal themsdves)
contribute © vocals
and the goup generaly rotates as dayers.

While the dEarls gt their gart playing simmer fiddle

ojIweD eLeN

& Rayna Gellert fegtivag and traditional Americara @ bluegras ggs,agent

One of their taglines

is ‘old times for our
77

times’ and it's really true.

Mary Brabec is quick to point out that the kand is bing its
part to introduce a viole rew goup of peoplke D its ake
on traditional music.

“One d their taglines 5‘old times fr our times’and
it's really true,” Brabec told Pollstar.“They're \ery dynamic,
hip, young,open-minded women ... They’re gaying this
really traditional music and they're tolding their own?”

Brabes hes been booking Unhcle Earl from its inceptian,
when she was running a utique ayency. Tw years o,
she mergel with the Bllions Gorp. and the band came
along for the ride. Althoudh & first gance t seens ke a
strange doice Pr a goup with such an dd-time sund,
Brabe sad it fits.

“We're a ery hip, eclectc ayencybut we  dso have
the lreadh of some \ery traditional acts. | think that it
works Pr that reasm,” she sad.

Roas nusic hes keen called the rew punk and Uncle
Eal is a god example d the ®und that emerges when a
string band takes o a ok N’ roll sansibility.

Nowhete & the hfluene d rock more gparert than
on the goup’s ktes release Waterloo, Tennage, which
was poduce by Led Zeppeln bassis bhn Pau Jbnes.

But Kristin Andreasen sad Jbnes’influene o the
record might not be wha Zeppeln fans would expect.She
explained tha mos of the dbum was recordeal live,and
Jones bcusad on getting the keg performance aut of the
band & the ime, without changirg their sound radically.

TCH

Hot Star

“It's definitely not a ock ‘n’ roll record. Vi ddn't
suddeny go for drums and dectric bass ust becaise ve
had this rock 'n’ roll producer,” Andreasen told Pollstar.

Still, they did jam on the dbum, and Brabec sad the
sourd really translates © Uncle Earl's ive performance.

“They played in Sedtle d the Tractor Taven, which
is e d our Americara \enues,she séd. “Theres ke a
mosh pit of peopk dancing ...kt was really fun to se their
audien@ —t was ps these 20-emethings getting down
to fiddle unes.”

And exposing 20-emethings © gring music slits
manage Holly Lowman Baransk from Four Corners
Artist Managemenjust fine.

Lowman Baransk, who recenty began managing the
gEarls,has a1 extensive tadkground in maketing for record
labd Suga Hill, and explained her plans br the goup.

“My man god is b broaden their audienee and get
a bt of younge folks involved with ome d their music,’
she pld Pollstar. “We dan on garting a sreet tean, doing
some gass-roots maketing there.”

Another part of broadenirg that audience mears sed-
ing UWncle Earl out on a\ariety of daes,in front of a \ariety
of people.

The dEarls have keen playing performing ats @nters
and dubs ke des Rib. They played the Gntinentd Club
during this years Suth
By Suthwes Music
Festivd They'e séto
play the Bonnaroco Music
& Arts Festivd in dine,
and Andreasen sad
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3'\13%3%%%% she ouldn't be rappier
D to get ou in front of a
ADASTRA new cowd.
(Uniteq Kingdom) “I’'m excited about
44(.:1hsr.|$7vz\ic.j$662 Bonnarem becaise hats
a estivd but it's dso not
MANAGEMENT speifically buegrass;’

she sid. “We'll get to hear
a bt of music tha will be
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919.321.2635 really inspiring, with
other genres.”
REGEREC OO Andreasen sad the
Rounder fecords bard is feadirg aut for
617.354.0700 g

abou 100 dées tis year.

They'l play the US.and

Canala through October.
They'\e dready hit Europe and disaussed returning in the
fall. She ven mentioned a ssibe trek through Asia.

“Our banjo playe speds fuert Chinese ad shes @t
lots d contads over there ® hes talking éout sdting up a
tour,” she s&. “I think it could really be a god fit over there”

S0 while the gory o Uncle Earl may be a éssam in
contrags, Brabec explained the goup and the ean behind
it have a snilar god — to keg the gnre d dring-band
music dive,and move t toward the future.

“These agiys have sudied with the brefathes and
foremothess d the tadition;” she séd. “I know tha they're
committed enough to be really dd ladies gaying this nusic.”

Dara RarkerMcQain S

« April 30, 200725



